
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
LUKE 16:1-2

 1.  Assigned to a stewardship (Lk. 16:1; managers not owners; 1 Pet. 4:10)
 2.  Accountable for the stewardship (Lk. 16:2; money as the master or the servant; 1 Cor. 4:2; Mt. 25:21)

Stewardship Principles

  I.  God owns it all (Ps. 24:1, 50:10-12; 1 Chr. 29:14; Hag. 2:8; Jas. 1:17).

 II.  Give cheerfully (Prov. 3:9-10, 19:17; Acts 20:35; 2 Cor. 9:7).
      God receives gifts marked by willingness (Ex. 25:2, 35:5), sacrifice (Mk. 12:44; 2 Cor. 8:9),
thanksgiving (Ps. 96:8), order (1 Cor. 16:2), worthiness (1 Cor. 16:4), proportion (2 Cor. 8:12), and
love (2 Cor. 8:24).
      The tithe was an ancient practice before the Law (Gen. 14:20, 28:22).  Later, God instructed Israel
to give three tithes (about 23% per year).
• For the Work (of the Levites; Num. 18:21)
• For the Worship (the feasts and sanctuary; Dt. 14:22-26)
• For the Welfare (every third year; Dt. 14:28-29; Jos. Ant. IV, iv, 3; viii, 8; viii, 22)
Lev. 27:30 [NIV]. A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit from the
trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.
      A.  God commanded the tithe (Lev. 27:34).
          1.  The principle of ownership (Dt. 8:11-18).
          2.  The principle of stewardship (Dt. 14:23).
      B.  Jesus commended the tithe (Mt. 5:17).
          1.  The principle of love (Mt. 23:23).
          2.  The principle of sacrifice (Mk. 12:44).
      C.  The church continued the tithe.
          1.  The principle of the storehouse (Mal. 3:10; 1 Cor. 16:2).
          2.  The principle of responsibility for the Gospel (Rom. 15:27; 2 Cor. 8:13-15, 21).

III.  Be content (Prov. 15:16; 1 Tim. 6:6-8).

 IV.  Work hard (Prov. 6:6-11, 13:4-11, 20:4; Eph. 4:28; 2 Th. 3:10).
      How to gain wealth:
• Not by stealing (Ex. 20:15)
• Not by overcharging (Amos 2:6)
• Not by cheating (Amos 8:5)
• Not by gambling (Prov. 28:22)
• But by gifts (Prov. 13:22)
• But by saving (Prov. 21:20)
• But by investing (Mt. 25:27)
• But by working (Prov. 13:11)

  V.  Avoid debts (Prov. 11:15, 22:7; Rom. 13:8).
      How to get into debt:
• Lack of faith in God’s provision
• Withholding God’s tithe and not making giving a priority
• Unrealistic expectations about the future
• Ignorance about handling money
• Lack of discernment about needs versus wants
• Impulsive buying and overspending
• Attitude of instant gratification
• Sense of entitlement
• Failure to save
• Unwillingness to plan for the future
• Blindness to the real cost of borrowing
• Failure to discuss money with a spouse
• Rush to buy rather that repair



      How to get out of debt:
• Surrender to the Lordship of Christ.
• Give God a chance to work.
• Honor God with the tithe.
• Do not acquire new debts.
• Practice self-discipline.
• Establish a debt repayment plan.
• Save for emergencies.
• Sell assets to repay debt.
• Earn additional income.
• Reduce expenditures.
• Stop compulsive buying.
• Practice delayed gratification.
• Avoid get-rich quick schemes.
• Make decisions together.
• Choose a lifestyle less than the income.
• Evaluate the economic and spiritual sense of any debt or purchase.
• Pray concerning expenditures.
• Get rich slowly.
• Be as wise as the sons of darkness (Lk. 16:8).

 VI.  Live by faith (Ps. 34:10, 37:25; Prov. 11:24-25; Mt. 6:25-34; Lk. 6:38; 2 Cor. 9:8; Phil. 4:19).

VII.  Put Jesus first (Mt. 6:33; 2 Cor. 8:9).
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